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Executive Director’s Letter

David Held
Executive Director

Dear Resident, 

Another year has passed and the STW Recycling District continues to  
provide our residents and local communities we serve with the highest  
levels of service. In 2022, the District’s Recycling Drivers and our Lytx 
Camera system were recognized as one of the safest operations in  
the country. We are very proud of our drivers. Our commitment to  
the safety of our residents, drivers and staff has never been higher.

Recycling volume is up and cleaner than ever before. We would like to  
thank you for the patience you have shown and willingness to adapt to  
all of the changes we have made locally. It’s working because of you.

As we continue to improve how we operate and serve you, we thought it would be  
helpful to answer a few frequently asked questions we get in hopes of making recycling easier: 

1. Why do I have to separate my recycling? Prior to our change in labels, we combined everything into one 
bin. This was problematic. The bins became glorified trash bins and our contamination rate soared as high 
as 65%. This was not sustainable as the cost of paying for contamination fees doubled our recycling costs. 
After we separated the materials, contamination at our sites began dropping immediately and now hover 
between 5%- 25% depending on the route. While there is still room for improvement, we appreciate the 
efforts made by residents to recycle right.

2. Why do the materials I separate go into the same truck? The goal is to get clean recycling to the 
market. Separating the materials ensures the materials are clean enough to get them to market. Keeping 
contamination rates below 27% is crucial to avoid sending the materials to the landfill. Running separate 
routes for every commodity is not sustainable. At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter what truck it goes 
into but how clean the material is when it goes to the market.

3. Is my recycling getting recycled? Yes! It’s important that residents continue to separate their materials 
into separate bins for this reason. Contaminating the bins increases the risk of a load of material being sent 
to the landfill. Working together, we make sure your hard work is successful!

We welcome your feedback here at the STW Recycling District. If you have ideas,  
concerns, or questions, we want to be a resource for you. All of us here truly appreciate  
your continued participation and commitment to our recycling collection program.

Yours in service, 
 

David J. Held, David@timetorecycle.org
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1.  Contact your recycler  
to establish the rules  
for recycling.

2.  Identify a location to  
store your recyclables.

3. Find yourself a few recycling 
totes to separate your 
materials. Do your best  
with the space you have.

4. Start recycling!

5.  Remember to rinse out  
your recyclables.There 
should be no food or liquids 
inside your recyclables.

Household Recycling Done Right

Glass Bottles and Jars Only
• Must be food/beverage grade

• Lids may be placed with  
the glass

• Recyclables must be clean, dry, 
and empty of all liquids, juices, 
foods, or other material

  Acceptable Items: wine bottles, 
spaghetti sauce jars, olive oil 
bottles/jugs, old pop bottles, beer 
bottles, etc.

  Non-Acceptable Items: window 
panes, mirrors, glassware, light 
bulbs, etc.

Metal Cans Only
• Can be metal, steel/tin, 

aluminum cans

• Must be food/beverage grade

• Recyclables must be clean, dry, 
and empty of all liquids, juices, 
foods, or other material

  Acceptable Items: vegetable 
cans, pop cans, cat food cans, etc.

  Non-Acceptable Items: 
aluminum or foil food containers, 
scrap metal, tire rims, metal futons, 
tools, nails or other construction/
demolition materials, engines, or 
parts of engines, etc.

Do not place your recyclables in a plastic bag inside the bin! 
Plastic bags are considered tanglers and are not recyclable. These materials get stuck  
inside the machines at the sorting facilities and cause major delays, drive up costs, and  
place employees’ lives at risk when they must remove them. Do your part by bringing  

your recyclables loosely in a reusable cardboard box or plastic tote. Dump your recyclables 
inside the recycling bin and take your cardboard box or plastic tote home for reuse. Like plastic 

bags, plastic totes do not belong in the recycling and cause delays, drive up costs, and place employees’ lives at 
risk when they must remove them.
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Plastic Bottles and  
Plastic Jugs Only

• Plastic bottle or jug must  
have a neck and shoulders  
to be recycled

• Keep your caps on the plastic 
bottle or jug

• Plastic bottles and jugs must  
be clean, dry, and empty

• Do not crush the bottles or jugs

  Acceptable Items: milk jugs, 
water bottles, pop bottles, laundry 
detergent jugs, bleach jugs, etc.

  Non-Acceptable Items: plastic 
bags, garbage bags, plastic 
hampers, laundry baskets, plastic 
toys, plastic containers with food/
liquid waste, plastic kitchen utensils, 
5-gallon buckets, plastic bottles 
or jugs with motor oil or other car 
related materials in it, etc.

Paper Only
• Paper should be clean and dry

• No gloss paper or foil  
wrapping paper

• Remove any plastic materials 
that might be on envelopes  
if possible

  Acceptable Items: paperboard 
materials like cereal boxes and 
cracker boxes, wrapping paper 
(unless it has non-paper additives 
like metallic flakes, glitter, and 
plastics. Foil, metallic and heavily 
laminated wrapping paper should 
also be thrown away instead of 
recycled), envelopes, office paper, 
all magazines, mail, newspapers, 
copier paper, full-sized construction 
paper, manila folders, etc.

  Non-Acceptable Items: paper 
made of foil, plastic coating, 
ribbons, paper with bows and 
glitter, paper soiled in glitter or 
other materials, paper towels,  
toilet paper, shredded paper, etc.

Flattened/Broken Down 
Cardboard Only

• Corrugated cardboard only

• Flatten all cardboard

• Remove all Styrofoam and any 
other material before placing 
the flattened cardboard into  
our bins

• Remove any labels or tape  
if possible

  Acceptable Items: corrugated 
cardboard or box cardboard

  Non-Acceptable Items: mat 
board, paper towels, toilet paper, 
grease covered pizza boxes, etc.
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Recycling Through Education

Master Recycler 
Program

The Master Recycler Program 
offers recycling enthusiasts an in-
depth study of recycling practices 
on a grand scale and shows 
you how it trickles down into our 
own community. Join us in this 
seven-week course learning from 
innovative leaders about various 
topics including recycling and 
landfill facility operations, reuse 
of local resources, food waste 
and composting, water quality 
and litter prevention, alternatives 
to household hazardous waste 
(HHW), and electronic waste.  
For more information, visit 
timetorecycle.org under the 
“Outreach and Education” section.

STW District Programs  
Available to the Public

  Litter Collection Kit  
Loan Program

  Recycling Receptacles  
Loan Program

  Caps to Benches Program

Check out the “Outreach 
and Education” section at 
timetorecycle.org for more 
information and to register  
for these programs.

Teacher  
Workshop

In June, the District provided for a 
day of exploration and discovery 
as we looked at the growing
problem of solid waste in schools 
and communities with the District’s 
teachers. We dug into hands-on
activities in recycling, waste 
management, and environmental 
awareness. This unique workshop
included a visit to the local 
landfill as well as a visit to a mine 
reclamation project site. Teachers 
gained effective teaching resources 
and skills to connect with their 
students on the issues surrounding 
solid waste.

School/Civic Group Presentations 

The District employs a full-time Outreach 
Coordinator who is available for classroom 
and area civic group presentations and 
discussions on recycling, composting, 
conservation, waste reduction and
natural resources. The services 
are free of charge and subject 
matter and presentation length 
can be altered to meet the 
educational needs for any  
age group.

Learn more about the programs and events 
we offer or contact the Outreach 

Coordinator, Wendy, to discuss 
scheduling your own at 

wendy@timetorecycle.org.

Annual District Report Information:  
233 presentations made in 2021  
to 21,280 residents; 60 puppet 
shows performed; 286 volunteer 

hours provided by Master 
Recyclers to Stark, Tuscarawas,  

and Wayne Counties.
Wendy Bullock, Outreach Coordinator
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No Illegal Dumping

See Something, Report It!

Call your Wayne County 

Sheriff Dispatch today  

to report illegal dumping.  

Signs may vary per site.

New Signage

The Recycling District  
is implementing new  
signage at recycling  
sites to assist residents.
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BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR ALL RESIDENTS IN 
STARK, TUSCARAWAS, AND WAYNE COUNTIES
Make your appointment at the Canton Recycle Center 
by visiting our website for a fast and easy experience. 
We will send you an email confirmation and a text 
message reminder if you so choose! 
www.timetorecycle.org/hhw-appointments

Year-Round Hours of Operation:  
Tuesdays and Fridays from 9am – 3pm.  
Holiday hours and closures are posted on Google.
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  Household Hazardous Waste
• Motor oil, mixed gas, kerosene, diesel, 

gasoline, anti-freeze, fluorescent light 
bulbs, aerosols, oil-based paint, bleach, 
household cleaners, 
mercury containing 
devices, fertilizers, 
pesticides, 
insecticides, 
herbicides, and 
pool chemicals. 
This list is not 
comprehensive 
but be sure to call the District in the 
event you have a question.

 Alkaline batteries are not accepted. 
See non-acceptable materials page 
for more information. 

 No propane, oxygen, butane, or any 
other cylinders/tanks.

• Must be from your house and not from 
a business, commercial entity, church, 
not-for-profit, or farm. For your  
safety, bring items with vapors  
in closed containers.

• Please make sure that all caps are 
secured tightly. 

• Bring materials in plastic totes if there 
is a possibility of leaking. Your tote will 
be returned to you if you wish (the 
only exception is fuel). Do not bring 
materials in plastic bags.

• All kerosene, diesel and gasoline 
should be brought in NFPA-approved 
containers (plastic gasoline cans with 
cap secured) or use an alternative 
container like a laundry detergent jug 
with secure cap. Your container will  
not be returned to you.

• Do not mix bleach and ammonia.  
This combination can be fatal.

• How to Identify Oil Based Paint: Look 
on the back of the paint can for the 
clean-up section. Oil based paints must 
be cleaned up by mineral spirits or 
paint thinner. Latex can be cleaned up 
with water and soap. We do not accept 
latex and it should be reused or thrown 
away in your trash  
after it has  
been dried  
out with  
kitty litter.

Materials Accepted at the Canton Recycling Center:
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  Appliances 
• Small and large appliances accepted.

• Freon does not need to be removed 
from your fridge or other freon 
containing appliance.

• No food or other materials may be 
inside. The Recycling Center has the 
right to refuse appliances with any 
food, liquid or other material inside.

  Electronics 
• All electronics are accepted.

• Do not bring the items in a plastic bag. 

• A plastic tote or cardboard box should 
be sufficient. We will return any tote or 
cardboard box you wish to reuse.

• If you have a large quantity of items, 
please keep like items together and  
do not mix items.

  Tires 
• On/off rim, residents are allowed  

10 tires per person per year.

• We accept all tires except  
agricultural/semi/bus tires.

• According to the law, you  
may only transport  
10 or less at a time.

• You must  
have your  
ID with you.

• No business/
commercial/
nonprofit/government.

• Must be from your house and not from 
a business, commercial entity, church, 
not-for-profit, or farm.

  Scrap Metal
• We accept Ferrous  

and Non-Ferrous  
metals.

  Televisions 
• Tube-style and flat screen televisions 

are accepted.

• Tube-style televisions will be collected 
and sent to the landfill (they are not 
recyclable). This service is brought  
to you by the City of Canton.

• Flat screen televisions will be recycled.
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    No Alkaline Batteries 

All alkaline batteries  
are non-hazardous  
and may be disposed  
of in your trash.  

 No Building Materials
Building materials like wood, concrete, 
lumber, plaster, bricks, shingles, etc. should 
be donated if they are usable or dispose 
of them in a landfill. We follow the Ohio 
EPA’s definition of building materials. You 
can find disposal sites near you by visiting 
timetorecycle.org.

 No Latex Paint
Latex paint should be dried 
out with kitty litter and 
allowed to dry.  
Once dry, throw away  
in your trash. Latex  
paint is not accepted  
at the Recycle Center. 

 No Clothing
Gently used clothing may be donated 
to the Salvation Army or other similar 
organizations. Otherwise, dispose of  
your clothing in your  
curbside trash.

 No Cylinders 
Examples: Propane,  
fire extinguishers or 
other tanks.

• For propane 
recycling 
instructions, 
visit bluerhino.
com/about/rhino-
feed/recycling-tips. Blue 
Rhino locations offer a free recycling 
program for 20 lb. grill tanks. If 
you have a gas grill propane tank 
that you would like to recycle, write 
“RECYCLE” on the tank and take it to 
any Blue Rhino location – they will 
refurbish it if possible. If the tank does 
not meet the company’s safety and 
quality standards, they will recycle 
the tank. Blue Rhino will accept any 
standard gas grill tank, including 
other brands.

• Small propane or butane canisters 
for a camp stove, lantern, or torch 
(usually 2 lb. or less) are not refillable 
and can be recycled through a scrap 
metal yard. Make sure the canister is 
empty by attaching it to the device 
it is used with and allowing the gas 
to run until it’s gone or use a tool to 
decompress the item. If there is no 
scrap metal recycling available, and 
all the gas is released, the canister 
may be discarded in the trash. 
Refrigerant gas, welding tanks and 
medical cylinders should be disposed 
or recycled through the company it 
was purchased or received.

• Empty helium balloon tanks that 
were purchased from a retail store 
should be punctured and recycled at 
a local scrap metal yard. You may 
receive a rebate. Follow the disposal 
instructions that came with the tank  
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or see these instructions from  
Balloon Time: balloontime.com/ 
how-to/recycle. Helium tanks are  
not accepted in the household 
hazardous waste disposal program.

• Medical cylinders should be disposed 
of or recycled through the company it 
was purchased or received. Check with 
your medical supplier for details about 
their takeback or exchange program. 
If you are unable to determine where 
the oxygen tank came from, recycle 
the tank at a scrap metal yard near 
you. Determine if the tank is aluminum 
or stainless steel. Find a scrap metal 
yard by visiting timetorecycle.org. Call 
ahead to confirm that they accept 
stainless steel oraluminum tanks and 
what their requirements are.

 No Plastic 
Bags
Check with your local 
retailer to see if they 
collect and recycle 
plastic bags. If not, 
throw them away in 
your trash. 

 No Furniture/Carpet
Check with your waste  
hauler to see if there  
is an extra charge  
to take furniture  
to the landfill.  
If they don’t  
have a  
process or  
do not take  
the items, visit  
timetorecycle.org for  
a list of landfills in your area. 

 No DEA Regulated Material 
and Bio-Medical Waste
Drugs and other substances  
that are considered controlled  
substances under the  
Controlled Substances  
Act (CSA) are divided  
into five schedules. An  
updated and complete list of  
the schedules is published annually in Title 
21 Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) 
§§1308.11 through 1308.15. Substances are 
placed in their respective schedules based 
on whether they have a currently accepted 
medical use in the United States, their relative 
abuse potential, and likelihood of causing 
dependence when abused. Many police 
departments in your area have prescription 
drug drop offs. Visit timetorecycle.org to 
find a pill drop off near you. Biomedical 
waste must always be disposed of properly. 
Contact your local health department for 
recommendations for disposal of sharps, or 
any other bio-medical waste material.

 No Explosives
Contact your local police department  
to report explosives that are  
found or how to properly  
dispose of these items.

 No Mattresses
Mattresses may require special  
preparation. Call your waste  
hauler first to see what  
they require to safely  
pick this item up.

11



Ca
nt

on
 R

ec
yc

le
 C

en
te

r N
on

-A
cc

ep
ta

bl
e 

M
at

er
ia

ls
 

co
nt

in
ue

d

 No Smoke Detectors
A smoke ionization detector can be returned 
to the manufacturer for proper disposal, 

or you can legally dispose of 
it in the regular trash. 

Manufacturers of smoke 
detectors are mandated 
by Nuclear Regulatory 

law 10 CFR 32.27 to see 
that the radioactive waste 

is disposed at a nuclear waste 
disposal facility. When sending back a 
smoke detector, do not take it apart. Return 
the entire smoke detector by ground mail 
(not air mail). Before shipping, remove the 
batteries and place them in the trash. No 
special packaging is needed for your smoke 
detector – put it in a box, consider adding 
some newspaper for padding, and send it. 
You must call the company before sending. 
If you are unable to return a smoke detector 
to the manufacturer, place it in the regular 
garbage for disposal. Smoke detectors are 
not accepted in our hazardous waste  
disposal program.

Common Smoke Detector Manufacturers
Kidde/Firex – 800-880-6788, ext. 1
First Alert/BRK – 800-323-9005, ext. 2
Honeywell – 800-328-5111

 No Toys
Consider donating these gently used  
items to a goodwill or salvation army  
near you for reuse or dispose of your  
toys in the regular trash.

 No Tractor, Bus, or Other 
Agricultural, Business/
Commercial, Church or  
Non-Profit Tires
Contact Liberty Tire (Stark County)  
at 330-868-0097 for disposal  
information for these tires.  
There will be a cost for  
the disposal.

 No Trash
Dispose of your trash in your curbside waste 
or contact a local hauler for special requests.

 No Yard Waste
Yard waste sites are available in Stark, 
Tuscarawas, and Wayne Counties.  
Please see the list of sites on page 13.
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What To Do With Yard Waste

List of Sites Open to Residents  

Call the local community for days and  
hours of operation. Residential only –  
no business/commercial. 

  Brewster
145 ½ First St. SW, Brewster, OH, 44613

  Canton Township
4711 Central Ave. SE, Canton, OH, 44707

  Nimishillen Township
4915 N Nickelplate St., Louisville, OH, 44641

  Perry Township
1500 Jackson Ave. SW, Massillon, OH, 44646

  Dennison Village
20 Welch St., Dennison, OH, 44621

  Lawrence Township
10867 Industrial Pkwy. NW, Bolivar, OH, 44612

  City of Dover
100 North Tuscarawas Ave., Dover, OH, 44622

List of Sites Open to Businesses, Commercial Entities, and Residents  

Call the business for days and hours of operation. Charges may apply.

  Paradise Compost
4300 Mechanicsburg Rd., Wooster, OH, 44691

  Bull Country Compost
10316 Kohr Rd. NW, Dundee, OH 44624

  Earth ‘n Wood
5335 Strausser St. NW, North Canton, OH 44720

What do they accept?

The above sites accept leaves, grass trimmings, brush, wood chips, and shrub/tree trimmings.  
Yard waste should not include roots or stumps that exceed six inches in diameter.
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Site Name Description Address
Baughman Township Baughman Township Trustees 3470 Mount Eaton Rd., Orrville, Ohio 44667

Chester Township Northwestern Elementary School 7334 N. Elyria Rd., West Salem, Ohio 44287

Chippewa Township Galehouse Lumber Storage Building 14065 Galehouse Rd., Doylestown, Ohio 44320

City of Orrville Buehler's Fresh Foods (behind store) 1114 W. High St., Orrville, Ohio 44667

City of Wooster Buehler's Fresh Foods (behind store) 3540 Burbank Rd., Wooster, Ohio 44691

East Union Township East Union Township 3474 S. Apple Creek Rd., Apple Creek, Ohio 44606

Franklin Township Franklin Township 132 W. Moreland Rd., Wooster, Ohio 44691

Milton Township Milton Township 13985 Kauffman Ave., Sterling, Ohio 44276

Paint Township Paint Township Garage 10075 Winesburg Rd., Mt. Eaton, Ohio 44659

Plain Township Plain Township Garage 3026 S. Elyria Rd., Wooster, Ohio 44691

Village of Congress Village of Congress Service Center 133 N. Maple St., West Salem, Ohio 44287

Village of Creston Creston Village Garage 150 Factory St., Creston, Ohio 44217                                   
* Mon – Fri: 7am – 7pm, Sat: 9am –  12pm

Village of Dalton Dalton Service Garage 47 N. Freet St., Dalton, Ohio 44618

Village of Fredericksburg Fredericksburg Elementary School 160 W. Clay St., Fredericksburg, Ohio 44627

Village of Kidron Lehman's Hardware Store (behind store) 4779 Kidron Rd., Dalton, Ohio 44618

Village of Smithville Smithville Community Recycling 736 E. Main St., Smithville, Ohio 44677

Village of West Salem Street Garage 115 S. Main St., West Salem, Ohio 44287

Wayne Township Wayne Township Maintenance Garage 5277 Cleveland Rd., Wooster, Ohio 44691

Wooster Township Valley College Grange 2411 Shreve Rd., Wooster, Ohio 44691

On May 23rd and June 27th 2022, The Stark-Tuscarawas-Wayne Recycling District, along with the Wayne County Health 
Department and the Wayne County Commissioners, hosted a Household Hazardous Waste Collection in Wooster at the 
Wayne County Event Center. We appreciate the Wayne County Fair Board working with us to host these events for our 
residents. Stay tuned for more events in the future!

Recycling Drop-Off Sites All locations open dawn 
to dusk unless noted
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District Report Card 2021

Americans use approximately 680 lbs of paper 
per person per year, or 85 million tons total. 
– Roadrunner 

Wayne Drop-Off Sites Tons
Baughman Township 49.54

Chester Township 68.88

Chippewa Township 65.54

City of Orrville – Buehler’s 109.96

City of Wooster – Milltown Buehler’s 256.05

Franklin Township 42.41

Milton Township – Sterling 49.04

Paint Township – Mt. Eaton 19.19

Plain Township 39.63

Village of Apple Creek 115.59

Congress Township 29.57

Village of Creston 51.02

Village of Dalton 177.48

Village of Fredericksburg 42.53

Village of Kidron 81.27

Village of Smithville 138.78

Village of West Salem 59.10

Wayne Township 97.88

Wooster Township – Valley College Grange 194.72

Total Drop-Off Tonnage 1,688.18

Wayne Curbside Recycling Tons
City of Orrville 513.34

City of Rittman 358.15

City of Wooster 1,455.54

Village of Doylestown 109.80

Village of Marshallville 39.33

Total Curbside Tonnage 2,476.16

Total Drop-Off  
& Curbside Weight

4,164.34 Tons

Recycling cardboard uses 75% less energy 
than making new cardboard.  
– Roadrunner 

The total generation of municipal solid  
waste (MSW) in 2018 was 292.4 million  
tons (U.S. short tons, unless specified) or  
4.9 pounds per person per day.  
– US EPA 

Aluminum production consumes approximately 
5% of all electricity in the United States. 
– Aluminum Association

Did You Know?
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